
Kate Ewert is Chair of South East Cornwall Labour Party and a private tenant. This is a speech she 
gave to a Bristol Transformed event via Zoom.

“Council Housing is not a luxury, it is a necessity, it is an investment for Local 
Authorities and it is the only thing that will solve this crisis and help rebuild 
our communities. “

Hi, my name is Kate, I live in the far East of Cornwall, right on the border with Devon. I am 
Chair of South East Cornwall Labour Party and South West Regional Rep for the Labour 
Campaign for Council Housing. 

How I got into campaigning for Council Housing

What made me get into campaigning for Council Housing? In our CLP, our previous 
secretary had spent years campaigning for and defending council housing, she really 
opened my eyes to the scale of the destruction of the Council Housing stock. Our CLP sent 
the motion to Labour Party conference last year and I was lucky enough to be chosen to 
move the motion. 

Why it matters to me

So why does campaigning for Council Housing matter to me? We were evicted from our last 
private rental; our landlord was great, charged us the local authority housing benefit rate but 
they needed their home back. We contacted the Council and got put on the list. The village 
we lived in had no available Council Houses – neither did any of the closest communities. 
Our eldest child has a lifelong chronic health condition, we rely heavily on our local support 
network and needed to stay in our area. When we spoke to the Council, we were told our 
need was extremely urgent and we were at the top of the list due to our child’s health, but 
that we would be put in emergency housing 50 miles away from our support network, and 
that would likely be for up to 18 months. 18 months in a B&B was not something we could 
risk for our son’s health. 

Our only option was to borrow the several thousand £s needed to move into another private 
rental, at a monthly rent increase of £300. Our current tenancy is completely insecure, our 
landlord is constantly telling us they will increase the rent, or they want to sell as they are a 
‘bit skint’, they don’t like having to pay for repairs to the property or safety checks on the 
boiler. We have no burning desire to own our own property, none whatsoever, all we want is 
security and fairness. We want to know the place we call home today will be the place we 
call home in 2 months. 

Housing in general in Cornwall

In Cornwall we have a very particular type of housing crisis. We are amongst the lowest paid
people in the Country, we rely heavily on seasonal working, often having 12 weeks of 
reliable work a year; we have a huge proportion of our working people on zero hours 
contracts – the gig economy is master here. This is all compounded by the fact that our rents
are completely disproportionate to our earnings and gaining secure long term rentals are 
nearly impossible, everyone I know who rents privately lives with the constant fear of 
eviction, the landlords have an eye on their investment, they see property prices rising and 



their investment growing – we live in a highly desirable holiday area, family houses are 
brought and turned into second homes, Air BBs, and holiday lets – we simply do not have 
enough housing to home Cornish families, yet we have whole villages completely deserted 
for most of the year. 

Properties that once made up thriving coastal communities of homes for families, now sit 
empty with their tell-tale little coded key box outside. Every time a home is changed into a 
commercial venture, it is another nail in the coffin for our Cornish Communities, another 
family home removed from the local market. And each time a family home is turned into a 
second home, the market value of homes becomes higher, putting it further and further out 
of the reach of working people and families in Cornwall. 

Families that have lived and worked here for generations are being forced away from their 
communities and their support structures. Simply building so called affordable homes to buy 
doesn’t work here, the affordable rate is set by a proportion of market value – it still puts it 
out of the reach of ordinary working people in this part of the country, and when those 
houses are rented they are still often £300p/m above the local housing benefit rate. 

The only solution to the housing crisis in Cornwall is a vast Council Housing building 
project, IN the communities that have been decimated by holiday lets and second 
homes where local families can not afford to rent or buy, where schools are closing 
down due to lack of families, where doctors surgeries and post offices are a thing of 
the past. Council Housing is not a luxury, it is a necessity, it is an investment for 
Local Authorities and it is the only thing that will solve this crisis and help rebuild our 
communities. 

Why is the LCCH relevant right now – why Covid-19 makes council housing more 
important than ever 

The Labour Campaign for Council Housing is a fairly new campaign group within the 
Labour Party. We were established last year with the express intent of bringing our radical 
housing motion to conference and making it Labour Party Policy. After an epic 5 and a half 
hour compositing meeting our 3 main campaign objectives of committing the Party to 
building 100,000 new council homes a year, ring-fencing £10bn per year for the building of 
socially rented council homes and ending, not suspending the Right to Buy scheme were 
included in the final motion, which passed conference unanimously. 

With the impending depression that Covid-19 is going to bring, we need massive 
government investment to stimulate our economy and create local jobs. A large-scale 
building programme is the perfect vehicle for this, especially when using Direct Labour 
Organisations to undertake that work. We have a lack of building skills in this country at the 
moment, this will be compounded by Brexit – using DLO’s means Local Authorities can train 
a new generation of builders and tradespeople, bringing skills and industry back to left 
behind areas and do it in a way that is sustainable and green. 
Covid-19 has highlighted the overcrowded and insecure situations that people are having to 
live in, and the effects that that has on mental and physical health. For those workers that 
live in Housing Association properties at the moment and have been furloughed, it has 
become clear that while earning 80% of their normal wage they are struggling to pay their 
rent as it is set so much higher than that of a council tenant.   



A lot of rough sleepers and other homeless people who have been put into temporary 
accommodation as part of the ‘everybody in’ scheme during the pandemic, will struggle to 
find permanent homes when this is over, councils can solves this problem and save on the 
massive costs of, often, very poor quality temporary accommodation by investing in the 
building of council homes for everyone. 

The coming recession/depression, we know, will affect the poorest in our society the worst, 
which after 10 years of Tory austerity is a horror waiting to happen. Many will lose their jobs 
and privately rented and mortgaged homes; universal credit does not come close to covering
private rents in most places and we just do not have the Council housing available to house 
all who will be affected. The solution is building Council homes where they are needed for 
the people that need them, lifting the next generation out of the fear of insecure housing and 
sky-high rents. 


